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Abstract

The Covid-19 crisis has accelerated the digital transformation of education, and universities were forced to use online
learning. The main goal of this research was to analyze the status of online education in agricultural higher education during
the Corona period from the perspective of agricultural students at Arak University. This research was conducted using a
survey method. The statistical population of the study was undergraduate agricultural students, 112 of whom were selected
using simple random sampling. Validity and reliability of the research instrument were confirmed based on the evaluation
of a panel of experts and ordinal alpha coefficient (o= 0.90-0.95) respectively. The research findings indicated that most
students had access to the internet at home, and most of them attended the virtual class only with their mobile phones. The
results of the internal analysis showed that the weaknesses (Mean Score=3.78) and strengths (Mean Score=3.28) of online
learning were strong and intermediate in order. Furthermore, the results of the external analysis revealed that the opportunities
(Mean Score=3.40) and threats (Mean Score=3.92) of online learning were intermediate and strong, respectively. Based on
the results, four categories of strengths were at an intermediate level, and three categories of weaknesses were at a strong
level. The findings also showed that two dimensions of virtual education opportunities were at a moderate level, and three
dimensions of online learning threats were at a strong level. SWOT analysis also revealed that the defensive strategy was the

main strategy for improving the virtual education in agriculture.
Index Terms: Agricultural education, Corona pandemic, Online education, Situation analysis.
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