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Abstract

Identifying the details of the role of social support from agricultural academic staff on the job search behavior of
agricultural students is a scientific necessity. Accordingly, the main purpose of this study was to investigate the role of social
support from academic staff of agricultural higher education institutions on the job search behavior of agricultural students.
Fourth-year undergraduate students of all agricultural fields in public universities constituted the statistical population of this
study. 384 students from ten universities were selected as the statistical sample of the study using the inverse square root
method and two-stage sampling method. After designing and confirming face validity, construct validity (AVE = 0.54-0.79),
reliability (6= 0.79-0.90), and composite reliability (CR<0.88-0.92), the research questionnaire was distributed among the
respondents. The dominant statistical method was structural equation modeling. The results showed that social support from
agricultural academic staff is effective in improving the job search behavior of agricultural students. The results also showed
that psychological capital partially mediates the effect of social support on students' job search behavior. However, according
to the results obtained, the supportive role of academic staff of higher education institutions in strengthening students'
psychological capital is nonlinear. More social support from academic staff is suggested to improve job search behavior and

the psychological capital of agricultural students.
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