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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Trees in urban environments improve air quality by filtering and
absorbing gases and particles. However, these trees may themselves be vulnerable to air pollution.
Oriental plane trees (Platanus orientalis L.) were widely used for Tehran's greenery, Iran, but are
now gradually deteriorating. Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia L.), a resistant species adaptable
to various climates, is often planted for beautifying green spaces. This study examined
physiological leaf characteristics of both species in late spring across three Tehran areas with
varying air pollution levels to assess oriental plane sensitivity and black locust resistance.
Methodology: Twenty leaves from five trees of each species were collected from three parks:
Sadra (District 22), Al-Mahdi (District 9), and Avesta (District 11), spanning western to central
Tehran. Based on Tehran Air Quality Control Organization data, Al-Mahdi and Avesta parks were
classified as polluted, while Sadra Park was relatively clean. Stomatal conductance
(transpiration), stomatal resistance, and relative leaf moisture were measured using a porometer.
Chlorophyll and carotenoid contents were determined via the Porra (2002) method, and
anthocyanin levels via Mancinelli et al. (1988). Dried leaves and soil samples were extracted
using a Digesdahl apparatus per Pichtel and Bradway (2008). lron, zinc, nickel, and copper
concentrations in extracts were analyzed using an ICP atomic absorption spectrometer. The
experiment followed a completely randomized design with five replicates; SAS software (version
9.1) was used for analysis, with two-way ANOVA and Duncan's multiple range test for variance
and mean comparisons.

Results: Soil from the three areas showed minor textural differences, with heavy metal levels
below permissible limits. Both species exhibited highest stomatal transpiration in polluted areas
and lowest in Sadra Park. Stomatal resistance was highest in Sadra Park for both species, though
oriental plane leaf moisture showed no significant differences across areas. Black locust leaf
moisture was lowest in Sadra Park (P<0.01). Chlorophyll and carotenoid levels were highest in
Sadra Park for oriental plane (P<0.01) and black locust (not significant). Anthocyanin was highest
in oriental plane leaves from Sadra Park (P<0.01) and lowest in black locust leaves from Sadra
Park (P<0.05). Air pollution did not significantly affect iron, zinc, nickel, or copper in oriental
plane leaves, which contained higher zinc and nickel than black locust. Black locust leaves had
higher iron and copper, with iron elevated in polluted areas (P<0.01). Nickel was lowest in black
locust leaves from Al-Mahdi Park (P<0.05), while copper and zinc showed no significant
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differences across areas.

Conclusion: Unlike oriental plane trees, black locust trees showed no air pollution effects on
chlorophyll and carotenoid content through late spring. Black locust may defend against pollution
by increasing leaf anthocyanin. Air pollution increased stomatal conductance in both species, but
black locust prevented dehydration by reducing stomatal resistance and maintaining leaf moisture,
while oriental plane did not, resulting in necrosis and leaf dryness, especially in high-pollution
traffic zones.
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Three studied areas include Sadra Park, located in District 22 is
shown as a clean area with the Rose Park air pollution monitoring
station; Al-Mahdi Park, located in District 9, is shown as a
polluted area 1 with the Fatah and Municipality air pollution
monitoring stations in District 10. Avesta Park, located in District
11, is identified as a polluted area 2, with the Municipality's air
pollution monitoring station in District 11.
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Table 1. Geographical characteristics of air pollution monitoring stations and average pollutant values in the months of
Farvardin (March—April) and Ordibehesht (April-May)

Station name  District latitude longitude Os CO = NO NOz  NOx SOz PMas = PMo
(ppb) (ppm) (ppb) (ppb) (ppb) (ppb) (Mg/m3) (ug/m?3)

Ros Park (T) 22 N 35°44'23.60" W 51°16'40.39" 1545 159 3135 49.1 5315 11 20.1 32.3

Fath (T) 9 N 35°40'43.75" W 51°20'15.12" 1557 1.75 2293 16.27 38.6 - 25.6 77.28

Mantaghel0 (T) 10 N 35°41'50.94" W 51°21'28.91" 26.7 263 602 7474 10426 22 27.8 55.15

Mantaghell (R) 11 N 35°40'22.72" W 51°23'23.04" 2217 3.06 27.38 52.6 80 - 26.6 32.1

Traffic station: (T); Residential station: (R)
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Table 2. Analysis of variance table of physiological traits of leaves of oriental plane and black locust trees in three

regions
Sou_rce_z of - Degree of plants Stomatal Stc_)matal Leaf moisture Chlorophyll Carotenoid Anthocyanin
variation  freedom conductance resistance
Between P. orientalis 11244 ** 2.99 ™ 197.1m™ 2697233 ** 4123832 ** (.00021 **
groups R. pseudoacacia 14581 ** 452.05 ** 730 ** 14454 ™ 169005™  0.000212 *
Error 9 P. orientalis 631.4 2.22 197.1 75976 152095 0.0000128
R. pseudoacacia 595 17.285 1751 32943 293724 0.000032
Coefficient P. orientalis 23.13 27.69 30 17.13 15.99 24.09
of variation R. pseudoacacia 29 23.3 8.64 124 235 26.5

**: Significant at p<0.01; *: Significant at p<0.05; ns: non-significant
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Table 3. Comparison of the averages of the physiological characteristics of the leaves of oriental plane trees in three

regions
- Stomatal Stc_JmataI Leaf moisture  Total chlorophyll Carotenoid Anthocyanin
Regions conductance resistance (percentage) (mlgr.fw) (mglar.fw) absorotion
(Mmol/M?S) (M2S/mol) P g g/gr. g/gr. P
Sadra 74.43+6.95 6.37+1.007 46.4+3.727 2508+148 3568+124 0.021+0.102
b a a a a a
. 169+5.28 5.05+0.763 52.843.157 14174116 2145+191.5 0.016+0.001
Al-Mahdi a a a b b a
A 81.75+19.9 4.75+0.272 38.8+11.2 899+146 1602+248.5 0.0069+0.0005
vesta b a a c b b

Different letters in each column indicate a significant difference between means (P<0.05).
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Table 4. Comparison of the averages of physiological characteristics of leaves of black locust trees in three regions

. Stomatal Stc_)matal Leaf moisture  Total chlorophyll Carotenoid Anthocyanin
Regions conductance resistance ercentage (mglgr.fw) (mglgr.fw) absorption

(Mmol/M?S) (M2S/mol) P g g/gr. g/gr. P

Sadra 37.13+2.424 27.27+1.782 33.35+1.28 1488+28.18 2741+407 0.016+0.0029
b a c a a b

. 58.98+11.1 19.8+2.922 52.47+2.682 1388+8 2072+125 0.018+0.0022
Al-Mahdi b b b a a b

Avesta 150.9+17.86 6.3+1.115 59.45+2.073 1496+132 2357+197 0.029+0.0032
a c a a a a

Different letters in each column indicate a significant difference between means (P<0.05).
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Table 5. Physical properties of soil and the amount of elements in mg/kg in the soil of three regions

Region Clay Sand Sylt pH EC Fe Zn Ni Cu
Sadra 38% 28% 24% 7.4 0.73 61.1 53.2 26.5 36.2
Al-Mahdi 24% 40% 36% 7.7 0.8 69.3 56.8 24.3 28.4
Avesta 16% 64% 20% 7.6 0.76 73.2 48.2 27.2 29.2

Low Pollution WHO - - - 2000 120 23 35

0 U5 s (ppm F/ATE/-FY) Lao SHL clsbl
IANYES/VF) gagall LU ea gl ailate s L3GI s S,
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Table 6. Results of analysis of variance of element content in oriental plane and black locust leaves

L Degree of ]
Source of variation Plants Fe Zn Ni Cu
freedom
P. orientalis 0.083925 " 0.5101"™ 0.0961 " 0.05882™
Between groups 2 .
R. pseudoacacia 0.2833 ** 0.0374™ 0.0087 * 0.0433™
Error 9 P. orientalis 0.0327 0.1904 0.0484 0.07543
R. pseudoacacia 0.03009 0.0222 0.001297 0.03381
L . P. orientalis 7.23 4.01 9.04 11.54
Coefficient of variation - .
R. pseudoacacia 3.40 10.15 4.12 2.94

**: Significant at p<0.01; *: Significant at p<0.05; ns: non-significant
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Table 7. Comparison of the average amount of elements in the leaves of oriental plane and black locust trees in terms of
ppm in three regions

Cu Ni Zn Fe
Region R - R - R - R -
© . P.orientalis © . P.orientalis L P. orientalis © . P.orientalis
pseudoacacia pseudoacacia pseudoacacia pseudoacacia
Sadra 6.37240.128 2.37+0.026  0.91+0.018 2.2+0.122 1.522+0.0385 11.19+0.034 4.84150.041 2.62+0.06
a a a a a a
Al- 6.207+0.03 2.5+0.02 0.82+0.014  2.59+0.091 1.357+0.0385 10.9+0.012 5.06+£0.065  2.34+0.288
Mahdi a a b a a a a
Avesta 6.180+0.089 2.26+0.013 0.88+0.0201  2.43+0.03  1.527#0.117 10.48+0.007 5.37+0.128 2.53+0.236
a a a a a a a
Different letters in each column indicate a significant difference between means (P<0.05).
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