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Abstract
Conceptually, environmental literacy is the necessary knowledge and literacy about key concepts,

environmental issues and familiarity with the necessary skills to deal with them. Therefore, considering the
importance of people's environmental literacy in protecting the environment as a precious heritage for future
generations, the present research was conducted with the aim of analyzing the factors affecting the environmental
literacy of graduate students of khuzestan university of agricultural sciences and natural resources. The
population of the research was graduate students of Khuzestan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources in 2021 (N=488). Sample size using the table of Bartlett et al. (2001), 213 people were determined
and stratified random method with proportional assignment (according to students' academic orientation) was
used for sampling. Data were collected using a questionnaire. The validity and reliability of the questionnaire
was confirmed by a group of experts and the calculation of average variance extracted (AVE), composite
reliability (CR) and ordinal theta. Data analysis was done using SPSS22 and SMART PLS3 statistical software.
Based on the findings, knowledge (mean = 4.54 out of 5 and standard deviation = 0.92), attitude (mean = 4.24
out of 5 and standard deviation = 0.91), behavior (mean = 4.34 out of 5 and deviation standard = 0.94) and
literacy (mean = 4.37 out of 5 and standard deviation = 0.90) the environmental environment of the students of
agricultural sciences and natural resources of Khuzestan is evaluated at a favorable level. The ordinal regression
analysis also showed that, in total, the environmental knowledge, attitude and behavior variables of Khuzestan
agricultural science and natural resources students explain 58% of the probability of changing the level of the
dependent variable of environmental competence of the mentioned students. The results of structural equation
modeling approach indicate that environmental knowledge (=0.625), environmental attitude (=0.593) and
environmental behavior of students of Khuzestan Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (f=0.619), has
a positive and significant effect on the environmental competence of the mentioned students. Therefore, the
findings of this research can be used by policymakers, planners and managers of agricultural higher education to
improve the environmental literacy of students of agricultural sciences and natural resources.

Index Terms: Environmental Literacy, environmental knowledge, environmental attitude, responsible
behavior, students of agricultural sciences and natural resources.
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