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Abstract

Boys and their role in the future of agriculture is a topic of much agricultural discussion worldwide. However,
available statistics indicate that boys, especially rural boys, are turning away from the agricultural profession. In
this regard, this study was conducted in 2022 to identify the factors affecting the decline of inclination of rural
boys towards agriculture profession. The research approach was quantitative nature, an causal-correlational
type, and a field data collection method. The statistical population consisted of all rural boys aged 15 to 24
living in the villages of Baharan district in Gorgan County, with a total of 1588 individuals. A multistage
random sampling method was used, and the sample size was determined using Morgan's table, with a total
of 309 individuals selected for the study. The research instrument was a questionnaire with nominal, ordinal,
interval, and relative scale questions. The face validity of the questionnaire was assessed through the opinions
of the faculty members of the Agricultural Education and Extension Department at the Gorgan University of
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, as well as the experts in extension from the Agricultural Jihad
Organization of Golestan Province. Its reliability was measured using the ordinal Theta coefficient (6 = 0.83).
According to the order of importance, the factors affecting the rural boys' tendency towards the agricultural
profession were identified as follows: vocational, natural-supportive, economic, cultural, legal, and technical-
social factors. These factors explained 52.46% of the total variance in the variables affecting the rural boys' lack
of inclination towards the agricultural profession. The Mann-Whitney and Kruskal-Wallis tests showed that
there is a significant difference between the attitudes of rural boys towards the agricultural profession in terms
of variables that reduce their inclination towards it, including marital status, age, the number of visits to the city
during the week, and the area of land owned by their families. The results of ordinal regression analysis showed
that variables such as the education level of the boys and their fathers had a negative effect, while variables such
as age and the number of days engaged in agricultural work throughout the year had a positive effect on reducing
the rural boys' motivation and inclination towards the agricultural profession. The automation of labor-intensive
agricultural activities, reducing production costs, and increasing government support for the agricultural sector
by adopting policies that encompass programs to improve the business environment of agriculture were among
the recommendations of this study to retain boys in rural areas and promote their employment in the agricultural
profession.

Index Terms: Rural boys, Agricultural profession, Agricultural Education, Agricultural development
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