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Abstract

Today, Soft skills are complementary to technical (hard) skills. Therefore, they are essential for success.
But so far, there is no model for the development of these skills among Iranian agricultural students. In this
regard, the aim of this research was to provide a structural model for the development of essential soft skills in
agricultural students. For this purpose, a mixed approach (qualitative-quantitative) was used. In the qualitative
part of the research, the data was collected through semi-structured interviews with 19 Participants (faculty
members of agricultural majors) who are expert in the subject of research. Participants were selected using
purposeful and snowball sampling methods. In qualitative phase, the grounded theory approach was used to
design the initial model of the research and for this purpose, Maxqda2020 software was used. In the quantitative
part of the research, the instrument used to collect data was a questionnaire. The validity of the questionnaire
was confirmed through the opinion of experts and professors, and the reliability of the instrument was confirmed
through Cronbach's alpha (¢>0.7). The statistical population of this phase consisted of fourth-year undergraduate
agricultural students in the public universities of Iran.The sample size was selected using the inverse square root
method and multi-stage sampling method (n=384). The collected data were analyzed by partial-least squares
structural equation modeling (PLS-SEM) approach and using SmartPLS3.3.3 software. During qualitative data
analysis using open, axial and selective coding method, the essential soft skills model in agricultural students was
identified in five general categories of components. In the quantitative phase, the results of structural equation
modeling confirmed the essential soft skills model in agricultural students. So that the causal conditions, Soft
skills development strategies and contextual factors have a significant effect on students' essential soft skills
with coefficients of 0.508, 0.345 and 0.116 respectively. Also, the essiontial soft skills have a positive significant
effect on consequences with a coefficient of 0.638. Therefore, in order to develop the essential soft skills of
students and to access its consequences, the known factors in the model, especially causal conditions and
strategies, should be given serious attention.
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