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Abstract

In the new system of extension, the creation of independent groups to carry out group activities is one of
the emphasized methods to promote the participation of rural women. In this regard, the employment of local
progressive women under the name of "facilitator" is one of the methods used to build capacity and create
movement in rural society. Education is one of the tools to increase the empowerment of women facilitators.
For this reason, this study was conducted to investigate the educational factors affecting the empowerment of
rural women facilitators in Bushehr and Hormozgan provinces. This research is field in terms of data collection
and analysis and is causal in terms of possibility and ability to control variables. The period of this research was
2019 and the place of its implementation was Bushehr and Hormozgan provinces. The statistical population
of the study is 850 rural women facilitators living in the two provinces (N = 850) and the sample size was 285
(n = 285) according to the Krejcie-Morgan table. The formal validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by a
survey of faculty members in the fields of agricultural development and extension and agricultural jihad experts,
and the convergent validity was confirmed by calculating CR = 0.60 and AVE = 0.73. The reliability of the
questionnaire was obtained using R software and calculating the sequential theta coefficient for different parts
of the questionnaire (© = 0.73-0.88). Confirmatory factor analysis was used to process the data. The results of
confirmatory factor analysis showed that they are underlying factors of the important contexts in increasing the
empowerment of women facilitators such as officials' belief in the scientific abilities of rural women facilitators,
positive attitude towards education and empowerment of rural women. According to the needs assessment and
climatology of the target area of women facilitators and the existence of efficient educational organizations of
rural facilitators and the causal situation and background conditions of education can explain up to 43% of the
variability of capabilities of women facilitators of agricultural extension. In the meantime, the components of
training methods and the background conditions of education have the most positive impact on promoting the
empowerment of rural women facilitators.
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