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Knowledge, Attitude, and Behaviors of Farmers about Conservation Agriculture in Kermanshah
Province
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Abstract

Today, engaging in conservation agriculture is an undeniable necessity, and the knowledge, attitudes and skills
of farmers in this field can help to develop conservation agriculture. The purpose of this study was to investigate
the behavior of farmers about conservation agriculture in Kermanshah Province. Statistical population of this
study was farmers in Kermanshah Province. The sample size was determined by Bartlett et al. (2001) (n=370)
and sampling was done in a multi-stage method. The content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by the
panel of experts and the convergent validity was done through calculation (AVE), which was equal to 0.76. In
order to measure the reliability of the questionnaire, the ordinal theta coefficient was used and an acceptable value
was obtained. Based on the results of regression analysis, the effect of work experience variable, annual income,
level of education, participation in educational-extension classes, land, favorable attitude and knowledge in the
field of agriculture on conservation agricultural behaviors at the level of 5 and 1% mean and with increasing
the amount of these variables, the rate of conservation agricultural use behavior also increases. The results also
showed that the studied farmers have an appropriate and positive attitude towards conservation agriculture.
Farmers' knowledge of conservation agriculture was also good, but their skills in conservation agriculture were
assessed as low. Therefore, in order to develop conservation agriculture in Kermanshah province, it is suggested
that agricultural extension planners make every effort to increase the skills of farmers in the field of conservation
agriculture, by holding extension courses, demonstration farms and benefiting from cyberspace such as the Tak
application.

Index Terms: conservation agriculture, sustainable agriculture, conservation agriculture behavior.
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