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Figure 1: Per capita consumption of fish in the country during the last two decades
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Figure 2: Number of employees in different subdivisions of the fisheries Organization
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Table 1: Confirmatory factor analysis
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Figure 3: Conceptual-behavioral model diagram to evaluate the behavior of consumers and buyers of fish
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Table 2: Research hypotheses
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Table 3: Division of the number of questionnaires based on the household population of cities
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Table 4: Demographic characteristics of the statistical society
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Table 5: Frequency of purchases, the amount of each purchase, frequency of consumption of fish in restaurant

(yearly)
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Table 6: Frequency of first priority of the statistical community in the selection of specie, supply and processing model
and place of purchase
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Table 7: The main reasons for consumption and non-consumption in the amount recommended by the World Health

Organization
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Figure 4: Run of the model in two standard and significant modes (LISREL software)
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Table 8: Hypotheses, path coefficients, T- value and status of research hypotheses
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Table 9: Model fit indicators
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the behavior of buyers of fish in western cities of
Mazandaran province. For this purpose, 383 questionnaires were designed based on research
hypotheses and completed in proportion to the number of households in the cities of Noor,
Nowshahr, Chalous, Abbasabad, Tonekabon and Ramsar. To investigate status of the
acceptance or rejection of hypotheses a conceptual model of behavior was designed and
implemented by LISREL software (Structural equation modeling method). The results of this
study showed that 46.12% of the statistical population buys fish three times a year. The first
priority of 57.56% of buyers was rainbow trout. The first preference of the majority of
respondents (77.45%) to choose the place of purchase was the fish market. The main reason
for 84.67% of people not to eat fish as recommended by the World Health Organization was
the high price. In this society, only 5.36% of people preferred packaged fish in first priority
and most of them (59.71%) chose the model without head and empty stomach (fresh) in the
first priority. 25.36% of respondents answered that the main reason for consuming fish is
purely nutritional value. In this study, four hypotheses of significant effect of packaging and
price on attitude as well as significant effect of availability and time on perceived behavior
control were rejected and the rest of the hypotheses (Significant effect of specie, quality and
type of supply on attitude, Significant effect of price on behavior control, Significant effect of
attitude on the decision to buy, Significant effect of behavior control on decision to buy and
final behavior, Significant effect of decision to buy on the final behavior) were confirmed.
Based on the effect coefficient values, quality was mentioned the most effective factor on
attitude.
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