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Detection of Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) in camel in South-Khorasan
province, lran
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Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) is a coronavirus-associated respiratory
disease (MERS-CoV). The aim of this study was to investigate the MERS virus in camels
before transport in South Khorasan province. In this cross-sectional study, sf4# nasal swabs

were obtained in 2019. RT-PCR was used to detect the UpE gene for MERS-CoV virus.
The present study did not identify the genome of Meres coronavirus in any of the samples.
In order to control the spread of the virus, there is a need for continued surveillance in the

camel population before shipping.

4[ Key words: MERS, coronavirus, camel }
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