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Factors affecting on mechanized olive harvesting

With the aim of producing healthy edible oils olive is promoted and developed in Iran. Extra
virgin olive oil is a unique and complex food, with high nutritional value. Olive harvesting is
the most important stage of olive cultivation due to its direct impact on the quantity and
quality of olive oil. The choice of harvesting method depends on the area of orchard,
production, the slope of the orchard, the shape of the pruning of the trees and the wages of the
workers in the area. Annual pruning of trees in a light and medium way, increases the leaf
area in the tree and has a great effect on the mechanized harvesting efficiency and its
increase. As a abscission agent and helper to increase the harvesting efficiency, ethephon has
an unbalanced and uncontrollable effect on the branches, leaves and fruits and is strongly
affected by the temperature and humidity of the environment. But research into the use of
abscission agents to facilitate olive harvesting continues. Determining the optimal harvesting
time in different cultivars, according to the quality characteristics and oil percentage and
ripening rate, is not an easy task and should be sensitive in determining it.

Key words: Olive, Mechanized harvesting, Abscission agents, Pruning




