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The conservation status of Phlomis herba-venti subsp. urmiensis,
(Lamiaceae), an endemic subspecies of Iran

M. Heidari Rikan'*, M. Larti? Z. Jamzad®and A. Jalili®
Abstract

Phlomis herba-venti subsp. urmiensis Jamzad is a perennial endemic taxon of Lamiaceae family which is distributed
in the mountainous areas in the west of Urmia Lake,1470-1793 m a.s.|., W. Azerbaijan, Iran. The conservation status
of this taxon was assessed in accordance with the guidelines of the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN). Based on field observations in its natural habitats, P. herba-venti subsp. urmiensis occupies an area of 35
km?2 and its extent of occurrence is estimated to be 1927.145 km2. This taxon is endangered (Endangered / EN)
due to its Area of Occupancy, Extent of Occurrence, fragmented populations, regeneration status and habitat quality.
Field observations showed that gentle slopes with relatively deep soil in the habitats of this plant, are changing to
extremely low-yield rainfed agricultural lands, due to lack of proper management of natural resources in this area.
On the other hand, successive droughts have reduced the reproduction and regeneration of this plant. To protect
this endemic taxon, it is necessary to collect and preserve the seeds of it in the natural resources gene bank with the
aim of recovery of the species in its natural habitat and through cultivation of it in farms as medicinal or ornamental
plant, to avoid direct harvesting from nature.
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