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The effect of years of drought on the carcass weight of sheep and goats in Lorestan province

By: Behrouz Yarahmadi, Assistant Professor, Department of Animal Science Department of animal science,
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Behrouz Sepahvand, MS.c of Animal Science, Department of Animal Science Department of animal science,
Lorestan Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center, AREEO, Iran

*Corresponding author: Behrouz Yarahmadi, Email:Behrouzy@gmail.com

The aim of this study was to investigate the effects of drought on carcass weight of sheep and goats
in Lorestan province and how to cope with weight loss in drought conditions.The data carcass
weight of 2650 sheep and lambs and 1640 goats slaughtered were collected during 2001-2009 in
slaughterhouses in Lorestan province. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used for data normality and
data was analyzed by factorial experiment based on completely randomized design. The results
showed that the effect of years of drought on the carcass weight of sheep and goats was significant
(P<0.05). The mean carcass weight in sheep and goats during 2001-2009 was 21.58 kg and 18.16 kg,
respectively. The average carcass weight in sheep decreased from 23.12 kg to 20.05 kg in goats from
2001 to 2010 and from 16.07 kg to 16.25 kg in goats. The effect of years of drought on carcass
weight showed that since 2008 the carcass weight of sheep and goats had a decreasing trend which
was significantly higher in goat carcass weight. The reason for this decline was the over-selling of
livestock to the weight of slaughter during the years 2008 to 2010 due to the persistence of drought,
lack of forage, and reduced forage harvested from rangelands. Immediate, short and long-term
measures must be taken to combat drought in the field of livestock. These were proceedings
foraging, curing sick livestock, preventing them from getting sick and buying livestock, moving
livestock to other locations, including strategies to combat drought in the field.

_[ Key words: Lorestan province, Goat, Drought, Sheep, Carcass weight }
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