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Abstract
Pikeperch (Sander lucioperca) is one of the major commercial species of Iran which is endangered, so

that the captive propagation of this species is too important. A vital necessity for captive propagation
of fish is having knowledge on reproductive biology of each species. Therefore, the present paper has
reviewed the reproductive biology of pikeperch. Pikeperch is an annual spawner in spring. Maturation
in this fish needs cold period and the highest reproductive output can be observed at temperature range
of 8-15 °C. The puberty age is 2-3 years for males and 3-4 years for females and has a negative
relationship with water temperature. Pikeperch spawn in holes or plants roots located in the river
bottom and after releasing the eggs by females, male fish protect the nest. The eggs are adhesive and
stick on different substrates. Egg diameter is 0.5-1.4 mm and 1.26-1.4 mm before and after hydration,
respectively. Relative fecundity of this fish is 150-400 eggs per g of females' body weight and absolute
fecundity is up to 2.4 million eggs. Incubation period takes around 110 degree-hours. Captive
propagation of this fish could be conducted naturally or semi-naturally by providing spawning nests
which their difference is inducing the final maturation by injection of hormones in semi-natural
method. Also, it is possible to perform artificial propagation via hormone therapy and subsequently
stripping. Choosing any of these methods need to have knowledge on reproductive features of
pikeperch which is the aim of the present paper.
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