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Abstract

Prosopis juliflora is a shrub belonging to the family Fabaceae. It is native to Mexico, South Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. It has become established as an invasive weed in Africa, Asia, Australia and
elsewhere. P. juliflora is located in Sahara-Sindian climatic region as a resistant species against the
salinity. Its habitats in Iran are limited to Hormozgan and Sistan and Balochestan provinces. Algarobius
prosopis (LeConte) (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae) is reported for the first time as a seed beetle from the
collected pods and seeds of P. juliflora from Hormozgan province.
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Figure 1. a & b. Damage and emergence hole of Algarobius prosopis adults on Pakistani mesquites
pods, c. Adults, d. Dorsal surface of female adults and dark grooves on pygidium and its difference
from Algarobius bottimeri species, e. Schematic view of pygidium and grooves in females, f. Lateral

view of insect and hind leg, swollen femurs, and spines on tibia.




144 el oS Wl

References

Alnour Elseeding, A. (2005) Study on Prosopis species in Sudan, Yemen, Oman and Somalia
countries. FAO Consulting Report, Natural Resources Department of Hormozgan prov-
ince.

Bridwell, J. C. (1920a) Notes on the Bruchidae (Coleoptera) and their parasites in the Ha-
waiian Islands. Proceedings of the Hawaiian Entomological Society 4, 403-409.

Bridwell, J. C. (1920b) Insects injurious to the algarroba feed industry. Hawaiian Planters'
Record 22, 337-343.

Brown, J. R., Archer, S. (2013). Woody plant invasion of grasslands: establishment of
honey mesquite (Prosopis glandulosa var. glandulosa) on sites differing in herbaceous
biomass and grazing history. Oecologia 80(1): 19-26.

Julien, M., Cullen, J & McFadyen, R. (2012) Biological Control of Weeds in Australia.
648 pp. CSIRO Publishing.

Kingsolver, J. (2004) Handbook of the Bruchidae of the United States and Canada (Insecta,
Coleoptera). vol. 1, 324 pp. Agricultural Research Service Press.

Najafi Tireh, K. (2006) The position of the American mesquite (Prosopis juliflora) in creat-
ing green areas, Working group of mesquite in Hormozgan province, Forests, Range-
lands and Watershed Management Organization, Desert office.

Swier, S. R. (1974) Comparative seed predation strategies of mesquite bruchids in Arizona
with particular reference to seed height, direction, and density. 97 pp, Unpublished Mas-
ter of Science Thesis, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona.

Zachariades, C., Hoffmann, J. H. & Roberts, A. P. (2011). Biological control of mesquite
(Prosopis species) (Fabaceae) in South Africa. African Entomology 19 (2): 402-415.




