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First report of the Commelina communis from Iran
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In the investigation of plants growing in the tea plantations of the Caspian regions (north of Iran), a specimen
belonging to the family Commelinaceae was collected which was identified as Commelina communis L. The
characteristic features of the plant are asfollows:

Annua herb, to more than 1; stems procumbent to ascendant, branched from stems root at the basal nodes;
leaves sessile, or subpetiolate; leaf sheaths cylindrical, glabrous, with margins pubescent or pilose; leaf blades ovate-
lanceolate to ovate-elliptic, 3-7 x 1-3 cm, glabrous to pubescent, acute to acuminate; inflorescence cincinnus,
subtended by a broadly cordate spathe of 1-2.5 x 1-3 cm; peduncles or stalks 0.8-3.5 cm; sepals ovate, membranous,
two party fused; the two upper petals rounded-obovate, shortly clawed at base, blue to indigo, lower petals much
smaller, ovate-lanceolate, white. Three anticous stamens fertile, three posticous infertile; ovary ellipsoid, 2 mm long.
Fruit dehiscent, ellipsoid, capsulate; capsule with two locules each containing two.seeds, glabrous, brown, 4.5-8 mm
long; seeds brown or brownish yellow, semiellipsoid, flat on 1 surface, rugose, irregularly pitted, truncate at one end,
3.8-4 x 2.2-3 mm.

Commelina communis is native to East and Southeast Asia, ranging from China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, eastern
Russia, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam to_ India. The species has been widely introduced in Europe
and eastern North America

The plant is a cosmopolitan weed (Ulloa & Owen 2009) but within its native range in China sometimes
considered as a pest, especialy in the northeast of that country where it has caused serious damages in orchards (Zheng
et al. 2004). It has become invasive and a troublesome weed in some gardens of eastern North America (Lye 2011). In
the recent years, it has been spreading into _corn, soybean (Nice & Johnson 2007), cotton and peanut (Owen 2008)
fields. This plant is also reported as a weed in the Czech Republic and Japan, and it can be found in onion and
ornamental tree plantations (Gomez 2012).

In areas where the Asiatic dayflower is an introduced weed it is most common in waste places, but also along the
edges of fields, woods, marshes, and occasionally penetrating into woods (Faden 2006).

Both species and the genus of the taxa are new records for Iran. The speciesis also found growing outside the tea
plantations as awildling plant of the country.

Materials examined: Iran: Gilan province, Amlash, 05.10.2019, coll. Plant Protection Organization Staff (IRAN 76807);
15.01.2019 (IRAN 76806).
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Fig. 1. Commelina.communis: A. Habit, B. Spathe, C. Seed.
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