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Effect of Lambs Weaning Age on Body Weight Changes of Lori-Bakhtiari Ewes in Traditional
Farming System

By.  Mohsen Bagheri

1- Research instructor of Animal Science Research Department, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Agricultural and Natural Resources Research and Education Center, Agricultural Research
Education and Extension Organization (AREEO), Shahrekord, Iran

The aim of this study was to evaluate the effects of lambs weaning age on dams' body weight changes
during post parturition period. 103 head of Lori-Bakhtiari ewes were selected and randomly divided into
three groups as: 1-early weaning treatment (n=34); lambs were weaned at 2 months of age 2-control
treatment (n=34); lambs were weaned at 3 months of age and 3-late weaning treatment; lambs were
weaned at 4 months of age. A completely randomized design was used for experiment. Rearing and
management situations were similar for all ewes during trial. Ewes' body weight was recorded at
parturition and at 2, 3, 4 and 5 months after that. There were no statistically significant differences
between treatments in ewe's weight at 2, 3, 4 and 5 months after parturition. Ewes body weight gain
between 2 to 3 months after parturition was higher for treatment 1 than treatments 2 and 3 (p<0.05).
There was no statistically significant difference between treatments 2 and 3 with respect to this trait. In
all treatments, ewe weight gain in first month after weaning was higher than other months before or after
weaning (p<0.05). It was concluded that, dam body weight gain between 2 to 5 months after parturition
tended to be improved due to weaning their lambs at 2 months of age.

4[ Key words: Body weight, Ewe, Lamb, Lori-Bakhtiari sheep, Weaning
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