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Management of the habitat of Alhagi pesudalhagi in the saline
rangelands of Urmia Lake coast
J. Motamedi*’, A. A. Jafari? and M. Zohdi?
Abstract

At present, due to climate change, drying of Lake Urmia, and recession of water, a number of vegetation
communities have disappeared and other communities have emerged. Alhagi pesudalhagi is also degraded in
a large area of saline lands due to ecological and biological characteristics, and in the absence of managing the
habitat, agricultural lands will be at risk. Currently, based on climate change and the urgent need to provide a
part of forage for livestock from species resistant to salinity and drought, livestock grazing in saline habitats is the
most important aspect of the use of this species. Alhagi pesudalhagi is not grazed by native cattle and buffalo
flocks. Hence, targeted grazing is the best way to combat it. This method can cause ecosystem balance and more
balanced utilization of all halophytes. Camel grazing in degraded saline lands can control the growth and seed
production of Alhagi pesudalhagi and prevent the spread of pests and diseases to agricultural lands. In addition,
multipurpose use of species such as production of oils, bioethanol, aromatic compounds, honey production and so
forth could be taken into account. Hence, its development as a source of forage in the degraded saline lands and
direct grazing is recommended; however, its development for other lands requires further research.

Keywords: Invasive species, plant communities, targeted grazing, livestock feeding, halophytes
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