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Investigation of damages of Juniper Dwarf Mistletoe
(Arceuthobium oxycedri (DC.) M.Bieb) in Semnan Province forests
and its control methods
H. Sharafieh'", H. Sakenin Chelav? and M.R. Arefipour?

Abstract

Iran's conifer forests are among the rare forests that are environmentally and recreationally valuable. Juniperus
is one of the native conifer species of Iran, occupying more than one million hectares in Iran's mountainous
forests. The life of some bases is about 2000 years old. During the last two decades, Arthousebius oxycedri
has been one of the most important factors for drying Juniperus trees in Alborz habitats. This plant has a
parasitic life on the branches of the tree, disrupting the physiological balance of the tree and causing the
tree to die. According to reports, in infected areas, between 25% and 30% of the Juniperus trees have been
affected by this parasite and between 1 and 3% are completely dried up. In this regard, various control
methods are considered, one of which is the removal of the parasite before its seeding stage.
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