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Abstract

This research was aimed to determine the grazing behavior of Tali goat, as the dominant
livestock, in the Zaminsang rangelands of Hormozgan province for four years starting from
2006. The indices examined in this study included the time of livestock entry to and exit from
rangelands, the daily distance moved by the livestock, the livestock path, maximum and average
livestock speed, and the time spent for livestock rest, movement and grazing. To determine the
mentioned indices, the GARMIN GPS was used and closed with a special belt behind a three-
year-old goat. The GPS was activated when the livestock exited the barn. Then, at the end of the
day, its data were extracted in the llwis software. The path of livestock movement was
determined by the shepherds. According to the results, significant differences were found for the
average speed of livestock in the fourth year, and the movement time and rest time in the fourth
and fifth months, while no significant difference was found for other behavioral characteristics
of livestock grazing. Moreover, during the study period, 31 to 39 percent of the time the

livestock moved in the rangeland was dedicated to grazing.

Keywords: Grazing behavior, Zaminsang rangelands, Hormozgan province, Tali goat, GPS.



