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The study of parasitic and semi-parasitic plants of Iran with
emphasizing their pharmaceutical and industrial value
T. Amini", H. Zare?, Kh. Karimi®, H. Ejtehadii*, P. Abrishamchi® and M. Farzam®
Abstract

Parasitic life is an example of interaction between two species(Parasite and host plant). the result is positive for
one and negative for another. Parasitic plants are more evolved than other species in the same family. Iran’s
vegetation also includes some of these taxa and parasitic plants which are being noticed in the reviews of Iran’s
natural habitats too. Even though their presence in vegetative areas is not centralized and is low in number, they
are mostly found in all habitats and climates. In this research first, a list of families and genera of parasitic and
semi parasitic plants was prepared from country’s herbariums lists and existing sources. Reviewing these taxa
in Iran’s flora showed that these plants include nearly 108 parasitic and semi parasitic taxa. These species take
place in 6 families including Loranthaceae, Cynomoriaceae, Santalaceae, Convolvulaceae, Orobanchaceae and
Apodanthaceae. Orbanchaceae is Iran’s largest parasitic family with 12 genera and 71 species. It includes 26
semi parasitic species from 9 genera and 45 parasitic species from 3 genera. About 30 species of this list are
being used in Iran’s traditional medicine for industrial and medicinal goals. This study is a step for introducing
these types of flowering plants that are not being mentioned properly by researchers.

Keywords: Iran, Flora, Parasitic plants, Medicinal parasitic plants
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Cynomorium coccineum

Cynomoriaceae
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Loranthus europaeus
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Loranthus grewingkii

Loranthaceae
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Cistanche flava

Al 55 Jeead }(J‘.Vrv_urhturr WS Glass Sl 53 3018 38 58 a3 e Glesd 53 1358 g eolinal i (G5 salS Ly 5B 5 it s olsea oludl B s

Ol oyl e 53 S il saial8 31 s 358 g ealimal gy 0lass 5 el ooty e 3| L5 S slass s Cu& cri Olssar 5 (Saels glhss 5o wad sl 5o

R c.wlocMLr Sobes ) rw.f.vu ,,Lku_ &.b_uunu& urr.\txr.h (el @iy rwtx;tllc[ Co ol ,U_.\,_ shls o) w8l rwr GF%@ 8> g Q{:& cdlas glyls el ‘(M?\(chr,\.rbf{
PP Vo pSREES I PRW LRChy b 2 A VTIPS | Porpn PV SUR SRS er(.L. CuhS 59 5 50! Atevrn Sep S esl

Cistanche salsa

Orobanchaceae
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Cistanche tubulosa
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