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Abstract

The present research seeks to develop a model for training the agricultural beneficiaries. The
preset study is an applied research in term of the purpose that was carried out with the mixed
approach of exploratory type. For this purpose, the focus group and semi-structured interviews
were used as the research method in the qualitative part of the research with the participation of
15 informants for collecting qualitative data. The sampling method in this section was purposeful
non-probabilistic chain sampling. In this section, the systematic encoding method was used for
data analysis. Based on the qualitative research findings, the initial 8 components and 32 sub-
components were the main constituents of the beneficiaries training program. The descriptive-
analytical method was used in the quantitative section of the research. In this section, the statistical
population is consisted of 1600 employees of the agricultural training system of the Ministry of
Agriculture Jihad, among them 393 members were selected as the sample. A researcher-made
questionnaire was used to collect data which structural validity was calculated using the
convergent validity method at the level of. 598, and the reliability of the questionnaire was
calculated using a sequential alpha coefficient at 89%. Descriptive statistics, U-test, confirmatory
factor analysis, and structural equation modeling were used to analyze the data in the quantitative
section. By comparing the mean of the components obtained from the Mann-Whitney test, it was
found that there is a significant difference between the current and desired means of all
components in 1% level, and the present agricultural training status is not favorable. The
components and sub-components identified in confirmatory factor analysis have a sufficient load
factor to predict the beneficiaries training program at the Ministry of Agriculture Jihad. Also, the
developed model has a good fit based on the fit indices of the beneficiaries training program
model.

Index terms: Agricultural Education, Agricultural Beneficiaries, Education Beneficiaries,
Pillar of Agricultural Education, Educational Pattern
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