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Abstract

Psychological capital is a core construct consisting of the positive psychological resources of efficacy,
hope, optimism, and resilience (flexibility). Previous research has consistently linked psychological cap-
ital to personal capabilities including entrepreneurial traits. Further research need to explore the ways in
which psychological capital can be developed through education and its relationship with development of
entrepreneurial traits of students. The main objective of this research was using of canonical correlation
analysis (CCA) to find relations between psychological capital and entrepreneurial traits of agriculture stu-
dents. This research carried out by survey method. The statistical population of this study consisted of all
agricultural students of the Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (N=2265).
The sample size (n=225) was determinate by Cochran's formula and respondents was selected by propor-
tionate stratified random sampling technique. Data was gathered by a questionnaire, consisted of Index of
Psychological Capital Questionnaire (Luthans et al., 2007) and Measurement Instrument of Personality
Characteristics of Iranian's Entrepreneurs (Kordnaeij et al., 2007). Formal validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed by an expert panel (including faculty members of agricultural education and entrepreneurship).
Reliability of main indexes of the questionnaire was determined based on Theta (0) reliability coefficient
(0.82, 0.86). Using SPSS and SAS software, the gathered data was analyzed. The results showed that the
most of students (64 %) are weak and very weak in terms of entrepreneurial traits. Also, more respondents
(46 %) have moderate level of psychological capital, 24% in low and very low and nearly 30 %had high
or very high. Calculated correlation coefficients revealed a significance positive relationship between psy-
chological capital dimensions and Entrepreneurial Traits. The CCA indicated that there are two important
pairs of canonical variables between psychological capital and entrepreneurial traits of agriculture students
with correlations of 0.51 and 0.30 respectively.

Index Terms: Agricultural Education, Agriculture Students, Entrepreneurial Traits, Psychological
Capital.
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