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First report of the existence of sunn pest EGG
Parasitoid, Trissolcus festivae Viktorov
(Hym. Scelionidae) in Iran and some preliminary
studies on its Biology

By

Gh. Radjabi '

SUMMARY

The first adult wasps of Trissolcus festivae Vik. have been found in 1993,
emerging from the parasitized Sunn Pest eggs in the wheat fields of
Ghazvin region. The observations continued during the two following
yearss resulting in the following data:

1 -This wasps has so far been found in two different regions; Karadj,
Ghazvin, Zandjan region located in two Provinces of Tehran and
Zandjan, and Farahaan region of Markazi Province. It seems that
I. festivae prefers the plains located on the slopes of the mountains. In
these plains, having an altitude of 1300-1600m., wheat is grown
extensively and the are attacked by Eurygaster integriceps annually.

2 - This wasp parasitizes the eggs of Furydema spp. as well. In this regard,
the eggs of Eurydema ornata L. have been found destroyed by T. festivae.
It appears that Eurygaster integriceps is the preferred host.

3 -Two generations of T. festivae are completed during the spring and
prior to harvest of wheat in the fields. The adults of the second
generation can readily parasitize the eggs of E. integriceps if they are
provided with fresh eggs of this insect. The biological studies have
been carried out in the fields of Karadj with an altitude of 1400m.

1. Dr. Gh. Radjabi, Plant Pests and Dise. Res. Institute, P.O.Box.: 1454, 19395 Tehran
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