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RESIDUE OF DIAZINON FOUND IN CUCUMBER
USING GAS CHROMATOGRAPH APPARATUS.
By:
M.J, MORADESHAGHI* & KH. TALEBI-JAHROMI**

Cucumber plants are normally attacked by aphids and Tetranychus mites
in Iran. Different organophosphorus insecticides are used to supress the pest
population and prevent the domage. Diazinon is one of the insecticides that
farmers have been using against the insect pests of cucumber for many years
in Iran. This experiment was undertaken to indicate the residue of diazinon on
ding to the normal programme.

The method used by Sethunathan et al (1971) was employed with some
modifications to extract the residue out of the plant tissues. Varian Gas Chroe-
matograph apparatus Model 2700 fitted with AFID detector was émployed for
residue detection. Qur results showed that until four days after treatment the
residue in cucumber pill was higher than in.the unpilled ones. Since then the
residue dropped in both pills and the whole cucumber fruit. However the residue
in fruits was 0.22 ppm even 10 days after treatment. considering that cucubers
were suitable for marketing at about 4-5 days after treatment, so the residue
was very high and flactuating at about I-ppm at this period. This means the
growers have to be cautious for insecticides choicing and their application
time on cucumber plants. '

*  Associate prof. Agr. Collegs, Karaj, Iran
** Instractor, Agr, College Karaj, Iran
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