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Sphecidae (sensu lato) is a cosmopolitan family of aculeate wasps, comprising 

approximately 9578 described species worldwide (Pulawski, 2007). Up to now 65 species of 

the family have been reported from Iran by in-country authors (Esmaili & Rastegar, 1974; 

Ebrahimi, 1993a, 1933b, 2000a, 2000b, 2005; Ebrahimi et al., 1995; Ghazi-Soltani et al., 

2006). Meanwhile many European and other specialists have had contributions on Iranian 

sphecids.  

Morice (1921) recorded a number of species from northwest of Iran and expressed the 

similarity of the Iranian and European faunas. Gussakovskij (1933) published a list of 100 

species including 23 new species collected from east and southeast of the country. de 

Beaumont (1957) reported 70 species of the family from north of Iran, mainly based on the 

specimens collected by F. Schmid during 1955 and 1956. Later, de Beaumont (1970) 

examined a collection of sphecids from southeast of Iran, at Staatlichen Beiträge zur 

Naturkunde in Stuttgart which had been assembled by Richter during 1954-1956. He 

improved the knowledge of Iranian fauna by reporting 55 sphecids, including four new 

species and one subspecies. During revising western and central Palaearctic species of 

Tachysphex Kohl, Pulawski (1971) listed 25 species from Iran: Tachysphex pompiliformis 

Panzer [Tehran, Mashad - Fazel]; T. fulvitarsis A. Costa [Elburz - Abali, Mashad - Fazel]; T. 

subdentatus F. Morawitz [Mashad - Vakilabad]; T. speciosissmus Morice [Fars - Zenjun]; T. 

nitidior de Beaumont [Kerman]; T. angustatus Pulawski [Mashad - Fazel]; T. consocius Kohl 

[Tabriz]; T. latifrons Kohl [Shahrud - Sefid Khok]; T. mediterraneus Kohl [Babolsar]; T. 

panzeri Linden [Elburz - 50km N. Abali]; T. panzeri pulverosus Radoszkowski [Mashad- 

Fazel, Iranshahr - Karvandar, Khuzestan - Hafttapeh]; T. micans Radoszkowski [Bampur]; T. 

longipalpis simplex Pulawski [Tehran - Sorkhehesar]; T. incertus Radoszkowski [Tabriz, Fars 
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- Zenjun, Larijan - Rineh, Kerman - Podatch - Kouymour, Khuzestan - Hafttappeh]; T. persa 

Pulawski [Kerman - Sardag - Tchakhi - Zaman]; T. persa nigripes Pulawski [Elburz - Abali]; 

T. dignus Kohl [SE Iranshahr, Kuh-e Taftan]; T. julliani Kohl; T. desertorum F. Morawitz 

[Gourmouk]; T. schmideknechti Kohl [Sistan - Bendouk]; T. costai De Stefani [Fars - Daria 

Namak, Khorasan - Kouliouts - Langher]; T. erythropus Spinola [Khorasan, Baluchestan - 

Bazman]; T. sordidus Dahlbom [Aitak - Moghan, Poolikh - 80 km N.W. Tehran, Mashad, 

Kerman - Khunikaka]; T. grandissimus Gussakowski [Bampur - Kaskine - Gourmouk]; T. 

laticauda Gussakowski [Kerman - Saguch, SE Iranshahr - Hamantkuh]. 

Pulawski (1984) reported Trypoxylon medium de Beaumont from Gorgan, and later 

Pulawski (1992) recorded Holotachysphex mochii de Beaumont from Mashad. In an online 

catalog of Sphecidae, Pulawski (2007) has cited many sphecid wasps from Iran, which for 

some of them no locality data in Iran is presented. From the genus Bembix Fabricius the 

following 19 species have been recorded in the catalog: Bembix arlettae de Beaumont 

[Holotype: Khuzestan - Shadegan]; B. bicolor Radowskowski [Khorasan]; B. bidentata V. 

Linden [Talesh]; B. diversipes F. Morawitz [N. Iran]; B. dubia Gussakowskij [Syntype: 

Anarak]; B. eburnea Radowskowski [Iran]; B. heteracantha Gussakowsij [Holotype: 

Mekran]; B. isabellae de Beaumont [Holotype: SW Iranshahr]; B. kirgisica F. Morawitz [N. 

Iran]; B. melanura F. Morawitz [N Iran]; B. oculata Panzer [Anzali, Khorasan]; B. olivacea 

Fabricius [Anzali]; B. parvula F. Morawitz [Makran]; B. persa von Schlthess [Holotype: 

Bandar Abbas]; B. planifrons F. Morawitz [Baluchestan]; B. portschinskii Radoszkowski 

[Iran]; B. rostrata (Linnaeus) [N. Iran]; B. transcaspica Radoszkowski [Iran]; B. zarudnyi 

Gussakowskij [Bampur, Bazman]. From the genus Sphex Linnaeus, the species S. cineracens 

Dahlbom [NW Iran]; S. flavipennis Fabricius [N. Iran]; S. funerarius Gussakowskij [Rasht]; 

S. leuconotus Brullé [N. Iran]; S. axianus Gussakowskij [Khorasan] and S. pruinosus Germar 

[Iran] have been cited (Pulawski, 2007). The genus Cerceris Latreille is presented with these 

species in the mentioned site: C. buprestida Dufour [Khorasan]; C. circularis (Fabricius) [N. 

Iran]; C. circularis dacica Schletterer [Ghazvin]; C. circularis magnifica Schletterer [N. Iran]; 

C. dispar Dahlbom [N. Iran]; C. eryngii Marquet [N. Iran]; C. flavilabris (Fabricius) [N. 

Iran]; C. gusenleitneri K. Schmidt [Holotype: Iran, Elburz]; C. media Klug [Kermanshah 

province - Rijab; locality here presented]; C. odontophora Schletterer [N. Iran]; C. 

pharaonum Kohl [Baluchestan]; C. quadricincta (Panzer) [N. Iran]; C. rubida (Jurine) [N. 

Iran]; C. sabulosa (Panzer) [Gilan]; C. schaeuffelei de Beaumont [Holotype: Iranshahr]; C. 

komarovii Radoszkowski [Khorrasan]; C. tricolorata Spinola [N. Iran]; C. tuberculata 

(Villers) [Tehran province - Taleghan; locality here presented]; C. turneri Shestakov [Iran, 
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holotype or syntype]; C. vegans Radoszkowski [Khorasan]. Menke & Pulawski (2000) 

reported five species of Sphex from Iran. Schmid-Egger (2002 & 2004) reported Gorytes 

quinquecinctus (Fabricius) from Rasht and seven species of Bembecinus Costa from various 

parts of Iran as follows: B. guichardi Schmid-Egger [N. Minab - Rudan]; B. gracilicornis 

(Handlirsch) [Rafsanjan, Tehran]; B. asiaticus iranicus Schmid-Egger [Baluchestan - 

Bampur, Fars - Daria Namak, Mashad, Khuzestan - Hafttappeh]; B. tridens tridens (Fabricius) 

[Kerman - Rayen - Hezar, Elburz - Chalvervar, Tabriz]; B. tridens cyanescens 

(Radoszkowski) [Yazd]; B. acanthomerus (Morice) [Jiroft - Anbarabad]; B. khuzestani 

Schmid-Egger [Holotype: Khuzestan - Hafttappeh].  

Here, the following six species are newly recorded from Iran: 

 

Liris atratus (Spinola) 

Material examined � Tehran province, Varamin, Aliabad, 19.XI.1991, leg. Ebrahimi. 

 

Argogorytes fargeii Schuckard 

Material examined � Ardebil province, Khalkhal-Asalem road, Azarab, 29.VI.1985, 

leg. Mirzayans/Pazuki. 

 

Prionyx vittatus (Kohl) 

Material examined � Hamedan province, Asadabad, 1.VIII.1987, leg. Mirzayans/ 

Hashemi.  

 

Philanthus coarctatus Spinola 

Material examined � Sistan-Baluchestan province, Iranshahr, 1993, leg. Omara. 

 

Trirogma caerulea Westwood 

Material examined � Tehran province, Tehran, 13.IX.1992, leg. Ebrahimi. 

 

Gorytes albidulus (Lepeletier) 

Material examined � Azarbaijan-e Sharghi province, Marand, 29.V.1974, leg. 

Damanabi. 
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